Biased usage of certain Vk gene families by autoantibodies and their polymorphism in autoimmune mice.
Of 79 hybridomas derived from stimulated or unstimulated autoimmune disease prone mouse strains, secreting autoantibodies of various specificities more than 65% use V genes from five Vk families, namely, Vk1, Vk4, Vk8, Vk10 and Vk19. Restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analysis of genomic DNAs from autoimmune prone mouse strains, tight skin, NZB and SJL show marked differences in the polymorphism of the Vk1, Vk10 and Vk19 gene families.